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June 17  Toronto, ON 
June 23 Edmonton, AB 
June 24 Victoria, BC 
June 25 Vancouver, BC 
June 26 Ottawa, ON 
June 27 St. John’s, NF 
June 28 Montreal, QC 
Aug 7-9 Toronto, ON 
Sept 4 Baltimore, MD 
Sept 7 New York, NY 

HMV (333Yonge St), The Underground
Edmonton Jazz Festival
Victoria Jazz Festival
Vancouver Jazz Festival
Ottawa Jazz Festival
Wreckhouse Jazz Festival
Montreal Jazz Festival
The Jazz Bistro
An Die Musik (TBC)
Smalls

“Myriad3 is cutting edge, 
the future of modern jazz.” 

– Brent Black, Critical Jazz

Sept 9 Rochester, NY 
Sept 10 Detroit, MI 
Sept 11 Cleveland 
Sept 13 Brantford, ON 
Nov 13 Edmonton, AB
Nov 15 Saskatoon, SK 
Nov 16 Whitehorse, YT 
Nov 21 Dawson City, YT 
Nov 22-28 Germany/UK 
Nov 29 Toronto, ON 

The Bop Shop
Cliff Bell’s
TBA
Brantford Jazz Festival
Yardbird Jazz Festival
The Bassment
Yukon Arts Centre
Odd Fellow Hall
TBA
80 Gladstone

Tour Dates

“A smoking jazz trio with arty 
leanings..... they land somewhere 
between ‘50s Ramsey Lewis and 
‘70s ECM in such a delightful way 
that it’s irresistible.” 
– Chris Spector, Midwest Record Recap

“If you’re a fan of the jazz-on-the-
edge sounds of E.S.T. or The Bad 
Plus, Toronto-based trio Myriad3 will 
be right up your alley.” 
– Ken Franckling, Jazz Notes

“Donnelly, Fortin and Cervini come up 
with an alchemy strongly rooted in 
jazz, but with the gumption to go just 
about anywhere.” 
– Victor Aaron, Something Else! Reviews

 “…shows how successful trios can 
be in staying away from the boring 
threesomes that haunt lobbies 
and small clubs….music built on 
leanness and equal roles by the 
members…. an individual approach 
to music stands out” 
— Bob Karlovits, Pittsburgh TrIbune-Review
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Radio Promotion
Groov Marketing & Consulting
T. 1-877-GROOV32
josh@groovmarketing.com
mark@groovmarketing.com

A L M A Records 
260 Adelaide St. E., Suite 10, 
Toronto, Ontario, M5A 1N1
T. 416.494.2562 F. 416.494.2030 
info@almarecords.com
www.almarecords.com 
www.shopalmarecords.com
     &       2014 Alma Records.

“What makes this trio an even 
more exciting prospect is the 
strength-in-depth of its 
compositional talents. Donnelly, 
Fortin and Cervini are all writers 
with intriguing, individual, styles.”
– Bruce Lindsay, All About Jazz

What the critics said about "Tell"

C       P



Myriad3 exploded onto the international jazz scene 
with the release of their debut album, Tell, in late 2012. 
This introduced the world to an exciting new trio whose 
sound is greater than the sum of its individual 
seriously-talented parts. The trio comprises pianist Chris 
Donnelly, bassist Dan Fortin, and drummer Ernesto 
Cervini. All highly-regarded players on the Toronto scene, 
they met in late 2010, and a shared creative chemistry 
quickly found them committed to this new joint project.

Tell earned Myriad3 impressive airplay in Canada, 
Europe and the U.S. (where it topped the CMJ charts for 
three weeks). It made them a critic’s favorite, and led to 
a successful first European tour. So Where to next?  
Onward and upwards is the answer to that query. 

Any talk of a sophomore slump or jinx is extinguished 
upon first listen to the second Myriad3 album, The 
Where. It showcases a group compelled to experiment 
and progress, not rest on their laurels. To record the 
album, they reunited with producer Peter Cardinali (he 
also heads their label, ALMA Records) and JUNO-winning 
engineer John ‘Beetle’ Bailey at elite Toronto studio The 
Drive Shed, with the band and production team adopting 
a different approach this time out.

“The idea on “Tell” was to just capture their perfor-
mances on an organic level, live in the studio,” explains 
Cardinali. “For The Where, the material really lent itself 
to a different set of production values and enhancing the 
songs in the studio. I told the guys ‘we know you can 
sound great. Let’s take it a few steps further.’ They were 
all hip to doing that.”

Chris, Dan and Ernesto immediately relished the 
challenge. “This is a very different record,” says 
Fortin. “We did a lot after the sessions, adding horns 
and synths and doing more arranging. This approach 
made sense as part of our process. Whenever one of 
us brings something to the band, we all workshop it. 
We develop the songs as one, adding ideas that end up 
changing it a whole bunch, so it made sense to bring it 
to Peter and go through another stage. 

Two striking examples of this approach are “Undertow” 
and “der Trockner”. The former adapts segments of 
“Metamorphosis,” an adventurous solo piano 
composition from Chris Donnelly’s acclaimed 2011 album 
of that name. In this striking new incarnation, the 
electric piano and synths add real aural resonance to the 
gently melodic tune. 

“Der Trockner” exemplifies Myriad3’s creative 
adventurousness. Written by Cervini, it was actually in-
spired by a late-night laundry session. “The timer on my 
dryer was making this interesting pattern of accents,” 

Ernesto recalls. “I ran and got my phone and recorded 
the sound, and that’s what is on the track. I mapped out 
the accents, and looped it.  Then I wrote the tuned based 
on those accents.” Cardinali added horns and reeds, all 
played by the multi-tasking Cervini. His instrumental 
versatility is also showcased on “Little Lentil,” a playful 
tune inspired by his then unborn son featuring Cervini on 
glockenspiel.

Written by Dan Fortin, “The Where” takes the listener on a 
dynamic musical trek that mirrors its thematic conception. 
“The song came from a New York Times article I was 
reading about a guy kayaking in a canyon, mapping it for 
Google,” says Dan. “The idea that all information - who, 
what where - can be commodified left me thinking for a 
while.” Further confirmation of Myriad3’s 
wide-ranging musical reach is provided by closing 
cut  “Don’t You Think,” a gorgeous and reflective ballad 
Satie would be proud to claim.

Crucial to Myriad3’s success is the fact all three members 
share a close personal and musical rapport. As anyone who 
has spent time around them can testify, they genuinely 
enjoy each other’s company, adding to the true collective 
essence of the project. A fully democratic band in jazz 
remains a rarity, with most groupings being built around 
the compositions of a single leader. Not so with Myriad3, 
as Peter Cardinali has observed, close up.

“They’re a real band. They discuss everything, and 
everyone has a different role, yet they can all overlap on 
those roles. There is no ego within Myriad3. They support 
each other’s compositions and will choose what is best for 
the band. That is special within jazz.” Each member 
contributes three compositions to The Where, more a happy 
accident than a rigid rule.

The dynamic sound of the two Myriad3 albums reflects the 
trio’s eclectic musical tastes. Chosen music in the car on 
long between gig drives across Canada may range from 
hard rockers Deftones to the electronica of Squarepusher 
to Steve Reich’s avant-garde stylings. Donnelly observes 
“we do a lot of listening on those long trips, and we share 
and talk about what we’re checking out. I think those 
trips have inspired some of the music we play today.  For 
instance, we don’t play any Deftones, but after listening, 
I remember being inspired to play music that’s more 
hard-hitting.”

With The Where set for international release on September 
2, 2014, more long drives are on the Myriad3 schedule. 
Known for their prowess in performance, they’ve been 
booked by some major jazz festivals across Canada in 
June. A second U.S tour is set for September, followed by 
their second European foray. 

Myriad3 is a band looking ahead, not back. Following their 
progress to who knows where is guaranteed to be a really 
exciting journey.


